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AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE 
Consulate General, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April 23, 19356. 


The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway Between 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York City. 


Sirs: 


I have for acknowledgment the receipt of your 
letter of March 24, 1936, enclosing $2.00 United 
States currency and requesting that this office obtain 
for you in exchange several coins of the two milreis 
denomination showing the helmeted head of Caxias, 
together with any other available new coins. 


In compliance with your request, I take pleasure 
in forwarding to you under separate cover: 


15 coins of two milreis 

denomination - helmeted 

head off Caxias *.i:.o4.ee2% SOSOOG 
20 coins of the new 300 


reise denomination iv. .2.. 63000 
Total 5653000. 


The $2.00 United States currency was exchanged 
for 36$000 (36 milreis) at the rate of 18 milreis to 
the dollar, as per enclosed exchange slip and was used 
exclusively in the purchase of the above mentioned 
coins. 


Very respectfully rs, 


e; Se ,, 
American Consul General. 
Enclosures: 

Under separate cover: 

Coins as stated above; 
Herewith: 

General, information 

sheet; 
Exchange voucher. 
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General Information Regarding Brazil. 


LOCATION OF AMERICAN 


CONSULAR OFFICES EXTENT OF CONSULAR DISTRICT 
Para States of Para, Amazonas, Maranhao, northern Piauhy, Acre, 

Perambuco States of Ceara, Rio Grande do Norte, Parahyba, Pernambuco and Alagéas. 
Bahia States of Bahia, Sergipe and southern Piauhy, 

* Rio de Janeiro The Federal District, the States of Rio de Janeiro, Minas Geraes, Espirito Santo and 
* Supervisory office for all Brazil, Goyaz. Consulate General at Rio de Janeiro and Vice Consulate at Victoria. 
Sao Paulo States of Sao Paulo, Parana, and Matto Grosso. 

Santos Municipalities of Santos and Sao Vicente (State of S40 Paulo). 
Porto Alegre States of Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catharina. Consulate at Porto Alegre and 


Consular Agency at Rio Grande. 


Area, Population — Brazil is larger than the United States excluding Alaska, but much territory is 
uninhabited except by Indians. The population is estimated at above 40,000000. a very large percentage re- 
siding within 200 miles of the coast. The climate ranges from equatorial at Para to temperate in Rio Grande 
do Sul. 


Language — The language of Brazil is Portuguese and correspondence with Brazilian firms should be con- 
ducted in that language whenever possible. The more important import and export houses understand English. 


International Trade — The ability of Brazil to import and to meet its other foreign commitments de- 
pends largely upon the amount of coffee exported and the prices obtained for it. Indeed, Brazil is often called 
a one crop country. However, there are also important exports of raw cotton, cocoa beans, meat products, matte, 
oil-producing seeds, oranges, and tobacco. Brazil imports much wheat, coal, woodpulp, codfish, and jute; other- 
wise its imports are composed largely of manufactured or semi-manufactured products. Domestic manufacture 
supplies much of the country’s requirements. 


Customs Regulations — The import duties are chiefly specific. Strict interpretation is given to tariff reg- 
ulations and heavy fines are imposed for undervaluations. Travelers’ samples may be entered under bond upon pro- 
duction of a Brazilian consular invoice accompanied by a commercial invoice and a status certificate endorsed by 
a Brazilian consular officer. 


Postal Service — Letter postage to Brazil is 3 cents per ounce. Parcel post service is unsatisfactory and 
it is preferable to send catalogues as registered printed matter — not to exceed 4 lbs. in weight. Small samples 
may be sent by ordinary registered mail marked «AmosttTas Sem Valor Commercial» (Samples without commer- 
cial value) . 


Currency, Banking, Credit — The milreis (1$000) is the monetary unit of Brazil. The bank of issue 
— Banco do Brasil — is controlled by the Brazilian Government and to it are sometimes given special powers 
such as control of foreign exchange transactions. The National City Bank of New York has branches at Rio 
de Janeiro, Sio Paulo and Pernambuco. Commercial ratings are obtainable through this bank and from R. G. 
Dun & Company who have branches in this country. While American consular officers make every effort to 
assure the inclusion in trade lists of reputable firms only, no responsibility is assumed for the transactions 
of firms named on such lists. 


Patent and Trade-mark Regulations — Registration of a trade-mark in the United States does not pro- 
tect the owner thereof in Brazil. American manufacturers who desire to protect their interests in Brazil 
should register their marks here, If patent protection is desired, application for registration here must be made 
within one year of the date of application to the U.S. Patent Office. Lists of patent agents and attorneys can 
be obtained from the American Consulate General at Rio de Janeiro. 


Food and Drug Regulations — Imported medicines and pharmaceutical preparations must be officially 
analyzed before they can be sold. Packaged foodstuffs and bottled beverages must be so analyzed once a year 
but more frequent analyses may be made if alteration of contents is suspected. Each importation of foodstuffs 
and beverages, in bulk, is subject to analysis. 


(See reverse) 


Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, ‘Consular District. 


This district comprises the Federal District (Capitai of Brazil) and the States of Rio de Janeiro, Minas Geraes, 
Espirito Santo and Goyaz — with a Consulate General at Rio de Janeiro (in the Federal District) and a Vice 
Consulate at Victoria (Espirito Santo). 


Area, Topography, Climate — The area of this district is 544,725 square miles. The coast line is 
mountainous and much of the interior is a plateau averaging 2,500 feet in altitude. The climate is tropical or 
subtropical according to altitude, In Rio de Janeiro and vicinity it is salubrious, the temperature ranging from 
51° to 99° F. Average annual rainfall at Rio is about 37 inches. December to April are the wet months. The 
temperature is then usually depressing. 


Population — The population of this district is about 13,000,000 or approximately 1/3 of the population of 
the entire country. Rio de Janeiro has about 1,800,000 inhabitants. Other important towns are: Nictheroy 
(100,000), Petropolis (70,000), Campos (75,000) center of the sugar industry in this district, and Bello Horizonte 
(125,000) capital of Minas Geraes. Victoria, capital of Espirito Santo with 30,000 inhabitants, is an active 
coffee export center. The inhabitants of this district are principally of Portuguese origin. The number of 
English-speaking people is estimated at 5,000 including 1,500 Americans. 


Standard of Living — Among the laboring classes the standard of living is much lower than in the 
United States. It is high among other classes. The tastes and customs of the Latin races predominate but 
American specialties are becoming increasingly popular. 


Trade centers — Rio de Janeiro is the principal port and point of primary distribution of the import 
trade of the district. Victoria and Angra dos Reis are of lesser importance as ports of shipment for coffee and 
other exports. 


Leading Exports — Coffee, hides and skins, wheat bran, manganese ore, diamonds, mica, and oranges. 


Leading Imports — Wheat and flour from Argentina; coal from Great Britain; petroleum products from 
the United States, Dutch W.I., Venezuela, Peru; automobiles and accessories chiefly from the United States; 
iron and steel products from Great Britain, Belgium, the United States, Germany, France; cotton, wool and silk 
yarns and manufactures from Great Britain, Italy, France, Switzerland; codfish from Newfoundland, Great 
Britain, Norway; railway materials from the United States, Belgium, Great Britain, Germany; newsprint from 
Scandinavia; rubber tires from the United States and European countries; cinema films chiefly from the 
United States. 


Considerable of the import trade in American products is composed of a large number of smaller items such 
as radio equipment, phonographs, typewriters, office equipment, cosmetics, photographic supplies, dentists’ equip- 
ment, sewing machines, etc. 


rae Principal Industries — Coffee, sugar and oranges are the principal agricultural products. Cattle raising 
1s Important. The leading manufacturing industries are cotton manufacture and sugar refining. There are im- 
portant shoe, hat, tobacco, beverage, match, cement, and pharmaceutical manufactures. Manganese ore, gold, and 


diamonds are mined in the State of Minas Geraes, which also has large iron ore deposits. Monazite sand is 
found in Espirito Santo, 


Transportation Facilities — Weekly passenger, mail, and cargo service to and from New York by 
Munson Line and Prince Line steamers; time 43 days. Cargo and passenger service by Delta Line to and from 
Gulf ports every third week. Freight service to and from Atlantic ports by Munson Line and American Republics 
Line. Also passenger and freight service to various United States ports by American, Brazilian, British, Scandi- 


eee and Japanese lines. Weekly airmail and passenger service to and from the United States by Pan American 
Airways. 


Packing — Strong export 
ing and comply with instructions. 
instructed. 


packing is necessary. Exporters should ascertain the desired method of pack- 
Care should be taken not to box together different kinds of goods unless so 


Bibliography — 


hee A list of books on Brazil can be obtained from. the Pan American Union at Washington, 
weg oe 1én 1as 


also published valuable pamphlets regarding this country. 
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May 12, 1986 


Mr, Euil Sauer, American Consul General, 
American Consular Service, © 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


Dear Sirs 


I wish to thank you for the trouble you 
have taken in getting the two kinds of 
Brazilian coins thet we asked you to get. These 


arrived last week and I appreciate your services 
to this Museum. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


